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1  LESSON 3 – PROPHET IBRAHIM (A) – FATHER OF RELIGION QUR’AN APPRECIATION 

Prophet Ibrahim (as) – Father of Religion 

Learning Objectives 

• To understand Prophet Ibrahim as the Father of Religion 

• To understand Prophet Ibrahim as a Nation 

Prophet Ibrāhīm (as) is an outstanding personality praised many times in the Holy Quran. He is 
known as the Father of the Religion and Father of the Nation and a nation by himself. He is 
recognised and revered by all the monotheistic faiths, for example Judaism and Christianity.  

  ِملََّة أَبِيُكْم ِإبْ َراِهيمَ 
It is the faith of your father Ibrahim (22:78) 

 
In the verse above Allah refers to Prophet Ibrāhīm (as) as the Father of Religion. Commentators of 
the Holy Quran have given the following reasons why he is given this special status. 

 
1) Submission – Prophet Ibrāhīm (as)  submitted wholly to God. When his Lord said to him, Be a 
Muslim, he said: I submit myself to the Lord of the worlds. 

 ِإْذ َقاَل َلُه َربُُّه َأْسِلْم ۖ َقاَل َأْسَلْمُت ِلَربِ  اْلَعاَلِميَ 
When his Lord said to him, Be a Muslim, he said: I submit myself to the Lord of the worlds. (2:131) 

 
Prophet Ibrāhīm (as) preferred the will of Allah over what his own will. He is often known as Hanīf – 
the obedient, upright and always inclining towards the truth. He accepted whatever God 
commanded, even if it meant sacrificing what he loved. Such is the attitude of one who is a true 
servant of God and knows that life is only a gift from God and is to be spent in His obedience and 
service. This concept of complete submission to the will of Almighty is the foundation of the faith of 
Islam.  

2) Sharī‘ah – The sharī‘ah or code of conduct followed by the Muslims was first started by Prophet 
Ibrāhīm (as) Thus the origin of living according to the laws of God started with him. Those who 
follow it are from him. Prophet Ibrahim (a) himself said: 

ُنَّ َأْضَلْلَن َكِثريًا ِمَن النَّاِس ۖ َفَمْن تَِبَعِِن َفِإنَُّه ِمِنِ  ۖ َوَمْن َعَصاِن َفِإنََّك  َربِ  ِإَّنَّ
 َغُفوٌر َرِحيمٌ 

 My Lord! surely they have led many men astray; then whoever follows me, he is surely of me, and whoever 
disobeys me, Thou surely arc Forgiving, Merciful: (14:36). 

 

3) Respect – Nabī Ibrāhīm deserves the respect of all Muslims just as a father deserves respect. A 
biological father is the root of all good that a person has. Imam Ali Zaynul ‘Ābidīn (a) says in Risaātul 
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Huqūq: The right of your father is that you know that he is your root. Without him, you would not 
be. Whenever you see anything in yourself which pleases you, know that your father is the root of its 
blessing upon you. Similarly the good that has been brought by the Holy Prophet (s) in the form of 
guidance for the Muslims has its roots in Prophet Ibrahim (as). 

A Divine leader sent for guidance and assistance to stay on the right path is a spiritual father for 
those who follow him. He is concerned about them and wants what is best for them. That is why the 
Holy Prophet said; I and Ali are the fathers of this Ummah. 

This verse is a reminder to us that Prophet Ibrahim (as) is the spiritual father of those who follow his 
path. The path of Islam is rooted in his history and the choices he made. It is no wonder that every 
year millions of Muslims carry out the rituals of Hajj and keep his name alive. 

 

Activity suggestions 

List some of the characteristics of a good Father?  

What do you think are the duties towards a good Father? 

 

Prophet Ibrahim - a Nation 

 {120} قَانًِتا ّلِلَِِّ َحِنيًفا َوَلَْ َيُك ِمَن اْلُمْشرِِكيَ ِإنَّ ِإبْ َراِهيَم َكاَن أُمًَّة 

 {121} َشاِكًرا ِِلَنْ ُعِمِه ۚ اْجتَ َباُه َوَهَداُه ِإََلٰ ِصَراٍط ُمْسَتِقيمٍ 
نْ َيا َحَسَنًة ۖ َوِإنَُّه ِف اْْلِخَرِة َلِمَن الصَّاِِلِيَ  َناُه ِف الدُّ  {122} َوآتَ ي ْ

َنا ِإلَيْ   {123} َك َأِن اتَِّبْع ِملََّة ِإبْ َراِهيَم َحِنيًفا ۖ َوَما َكاَن ِمَن اْلُمْشرِِكيَ ُُثَّ َأْوَحي ْ
Indeed Ibrahim was a nation, obedient to Allah, upright, and he was not of the polytheists. Grateful for His 

blessings, He chose him and guided him to the right path. We gave him good in this world, and in the 
Hereafter he will indeed be among the righteous. Then We revealed to you [saying], follow the creed of 

Ibrahim, upright, and he was not one of the polytheists. 
– Sura an-Nahl, verses 120-123 

 Prophet Ibrahim (as) was: 

1) A Nation: Prophet Ibrahim (as) – a single individual – is referred to as an Ummah. Why? 
 

a) His personality was so great that it was equivalent to that of a whole group of people. The 
rays of his personality reached far beyond that of a single person. 

b) He was a leader and a teacher of humanity. Others followed him.  As a leader he was the 
inspiration behind all their deeds and is thus regarded as a nation himself. 
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c) He was the only monotheist of his time – a nation of monotheism among a nation of 
idolaters. 

d) He was the origin and source of the Muslim nation. 

 

2) Obedient to Allah: He obeyed Allah in all matters. 

3) Upright: the word Haneef is used for showing the middle path, not leaning towards either 
extreme. It refers to one who stands up straight in the middle and balanced path which is right. The 
word is used more than six times in the Holy Quran to describe Prophet Ibrahim (as) and his creed. 

4) Thankful to Allah: Prophet Ibrahim (as) was thankful in the true spirit of the word. He 
acknowledged that all he had was from Allah and used it to serve Allah. The correct use of the 
favours bestowed by Allah is true gratitude. 

5) Not from the polytheists: Despite living in a society of idolaters, Prophet Ibrahim (as) submitted 
to the One True God. He ordered his people to renounce the worship of idols.  

Activity suggestions 

 
What do you think your Nation does well? How would you like your Nation to improve? 


