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Lesson 2 - Prophet Ibrahim and the Idols 

 

Learning Objectives  

• To learn about the story of Prophet Ibrahim and the idols 

• To explore Prophet Ibrahim’s trust in Allah 

 

Although he was unsuccessful with Azar, Prophet Ibrahim did not lose hope and began preaching to 
the people. He used to tell them,  
"Can your idols hear you? Can they ever help you or harm you?"  
They would say,  
"We worship them because our forefathers worshipped them."  
Prophet Ibrahim would then teach them that only Allah, the Creator of the heavens and earth, 
should be worshipped.  
 
Although the people could not answer Prophet Ibrahim's arguments against their idols, they were 
stubborn and only a few people listened to him and began worshipping Allah. Prophet Ibrahim then 
decided to show the people how useless their idols were by destroying them. He got his chance 
during the annual festival, which was held outside the town.  
 
On the day of the festival, when all the people, young and old, had left the town, Prophet Ibrahim 
was alone. He went to the main temple where all the important idols were kept. He took an axe and 
broke all the idols except the largest one. The idols, which had been kept neat and tidy, now lay in 
pieces on the ground. Before he left the temple, Prophet Ibrahim put the axe in the hands of the 
largest, unbroken, idol.  
 
The Holy Qur'an says: 

ِذِه التََّماثِيُل الَِِّت أَنْ ُتْم ََلَا َعاِكُفونَ   {52} ِإْذ َقاَل ِِلَبِيِه َوقَ ْوِمِه َما هََٰ
When he said to his father and his people: What are these images to whose worship you cleave? 

 {53} َقاُلوا َوَجْدََن آََبَءََن ََلَا َعاِبِدينَ 
They said: We found our fathers worshipping them. 

ُتْم أَنْ ُتْم َوآََبؤُُكْم ِف َضََلٍل ُمِبيٍ   {54} َقاَل َلَقْد ُكن ْ
He said: Certainly you have been, (both) you and your fathers, in manifest error. 

تَ َنا َِبْلَْقِ  أَْم أَْنَت ِمَن  ِعِبيَ َقاُلوا َأِجئ ْ  {55} الَلَّ
They said: Have you brought to us the truth, or are you one of the triflers? 

ِلُكْم ِمنَ   َقاَل َبْل َربُُّكْم َربُّ السََّماَواِت َواِْلَْرِض الَِّذي َفَطَرُهنَّ َوَأََن َعَلىَٰ ذََٰ
 {56} الشَّاِهِدينَ 
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am  He said: Nay! your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, Who brought them into existence, and I
of those who bear witness to this: 

 {57} َوََتَّللَِّ َِلَِكيَدنَّ َأْصَناَمُكْم بَ ْعَد َأْن تُ َولُّوا ُمْدِبرِينَ 
And, by Allah! I will certainly do something against your idols after you go away, turning back. 

 {58} َفَجَعَلُهْم ُجَذاًذا ِإَّلَّ َكِبريًا ََلُْم َلَعلَُّهْم ِإلَْيِه يَ ْرِجُعونَ 
So he broke them into pieces, except the chief of them, that haply they may return to it. 

 

Prophet Ibrahim had broken all the idols except the largest one in the main temple while the people 
were celebrating their festival outside the town. When they returned and found what had happened 
to their gods, they were shocked and said, "Who has done this cruel thing to our lords?" One of 
them said, "It must be Ibrahim. He has always hated idol worship."  
 
Prophet Ibrahim was brought to court to face trial for damaging the idols. When he was asked 
whether he was guilty he replied, "It must have been done by the biggest idol. Ask him about it." But 
the people said, "Our idols do not talk or answer questions." Now Prophet Ibrahim took the 
opportunity to make the people understand how useless their idols were. He said, "Shame on you! 
How can you worship pieces of wood and stone. They do not know anything and can neither harm 
nor benefit you."  

However, nobody was willing to listen to his words and he was declared guilty. The people began to 
shout, "Burn him alive! Let him be with his Lord."  
 
Namrud decided to burn Prophet Ibrahim alive to please his idols. He ordered that wood be 
collected to make a huge bonfire. So much wood was brought that when the fire was lit, no one 
could get close enough to throw Prophet Ibrahim into it.  
 
Namrud decided to build a large catapult and Prophet Ibrahim was thrown into the fire using this 
catapult. When Prophet Ibrahim was flying in the air towards the fire, the angel Jibraeel came to ask 
him if he needed his help. Prophet Ibrahim replied, "No I need help from Allah only."  
 
The Holy Qur'an says: 

ُتْم َفاِعِليَ   {68} َقاُلوا َحر ُِقوُه َواْنُصُروا آَِلََتُكْم ِإْن ُكن ْ
They said: Burn him and help your gods, if you are going to do (anything). 

 {69} قُ ْلَنا ََي ََنُر ُكوِن بَ ْرًدا َوَسََلًما َعَلىَٰ ِإبْ َراِهيمَ 
We said: O fire! be a comfort and peace to Ibrahim; (21:68-69) 

When Prophet Ibrahim landed in the fire he prayed to Allah to protect him. By Allah's command, the 
fire became cool and harmless. Namrud and his followers were amazed to see Prophet Ibrahim 
sitting calmly and comfortably in the middle of the burning fire. Many who saw this miracle realised 
the truth of his teachings but others, especially Namrud, remained proud and stubborn.  
 
After a while, Prophet Ibrahim came out of the fire and met Namrud who told him, "You are creating 
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confusion in my community by inviting them to worship another lord besides me. Tell me Who is 
your Lord?"  
 
The Holy Qur'an says: 

ُ اْلُمْلَك ِإْذ َقاَل ِإبْ َراهِ  يُم َرّبِ َ أَلَْ تَ َر ِإََل الَِّذي َحاجَّ ِإبْ َراِهيَم ِف َربِ ِه َأْن آََتُه اَّللَّ
الَِّذي ُُيِْيي َوُُيِيُت َقاَل َأََن ُأْحِيي َوأُِميُت ۖ َقاَل ِإبْ َراِهيُم َفِإنَّ اَّللََّ ََيِْت َِبلشَّْمِس 
ُ ََّل يَ ْهِدي اْلَقْوَم  ِمَن اْلَمْشرِِق َفْأِت ِِبَا ِمَن اْلَمْغِرِب فَ ُبِهَت الَِّذي َكَفَر ۗ َواَّللَّ

   الظَّاِلِميَ 
Have you thought about the one (Namrud) who argued with Ibrahim about his Lord, because Allah had 

given him the kingdom? Ibrahim said to him, "My Lord is He Who gives life and causes death." He (Namrud) 

said, "I (also) give life and cause death." (Then) Ibrahim said, "Allah makes the sun rise from the east, (why 

don't) you bring it from the west." Thus the unbeliever was baffled and Allah does not guide unjust people. 

(2:258) 

Prophet Ibrahim told Namrud that Allah is the One who gives and takes away life. Namrud said, "I 
can also do that. If I call two prisoners who are going to be hanged, and let one go free and kill the 
other, I have given one life and the other death." Prophet Ibrahim replied, "No, you are only right if 
you bring the dead one back to life. Anyway, my Lord makes the sun rise in the east. If you are so 
powerful, make it rise from the west." Namrud could not reply to this argument and was defeated. 
However, he remained stubborn and did not accept the religion of Prophet Ibrahim.  

 
 


