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Surah Yusuf – Verses 23 - 27 
 
IN THE PALACE OF AZIZ 
 
VERSES 23-27 
 

هي َوَغلََّقتي اْْلَبْ َواَب َوقَاَلْت َهْيَت َلكَ   ۚ   َورَاَوَدْتُه الَِّتي ُهَو ِفي بَ ْيتيَها َعن ن َّْفسي
إينَُّه ََل يُ ْفليُح الظَّاليُمونَ  ۚ   إينَُّه َرِبيي َأْحَسَن َمثْ َوايَ  ۚ   قَاَل َمَعاَذ اّللَّي   

23. And she in whose house he was sought to make himself yield (to her), and she made fast the doors and 
said: Come forward. He said: I seek Allah's refuge, surely my Lord made good my abode: Surely the unjust do 

not prosper. 

َا َلْوََل َأن رََّأٰى بُ ْرَهاَن َربييهي  ۚ   َوَلَقْد ََهَّْت بيهي  ليَك ليَنْصريَف َعْنُه   ۚ   َوَهمَّ ِبي َكذَٰ
وَء َواْلَفْحَشاءَ  يَ  ۚ   السُّ ََن اْلُمْخَلصي ْن عيَبادي إينَُّه مي  

24. And certainly she made for him, and he would have made for her, were it not that he had seen the 
manifest evidence of his Lord, thus (it was) that We might turn away from him evil and indecency, surely he 

was one of Our sincere servants." 

 
Women were amazed at P Yusuf (as)’s beauty. His beauty was described to be as glowing as the moon on 

the night of the full moon. As he reached maturity, though Yusuf was her servant, but Zulaikha could not 

resist him anymore. She locked the doors to her house so nobody could enter. She then turned her 

attention to Yusuf and seduced him.  He immediately asked the help and protection of His Lord as he could 

not see any way out of the evil scheme of Zulaikha.  

 

He could not betray the governor of Egypt, who had brought him into his house, honoured and educated 

him. He had raised his position from a lowly slave and provided him with a good life. If he commits adultery 

and does injustice to the governor, it would be a grave sin and he would not prosper.  

 

Zulaikha, in that state of love, covered the face of the idol. P Yusuf (as) questioned her act. She replied “I 

don’t want my god to see us in the state of guilt”. P Yusuf (as) was aware that His Lord was watching and 

he ran to the door. Although the door was locked he knew that His Lord had the power to open all locks. 

The greatest Jihad is that of the nafs with ones low desires. P Yusuf (as) was a pious and sincere servant of 

Allah and as a result of that Allah turned away from him evil and indecency. Allah guards and protects His 

servants who have faith, piety and who are pure and sincere. 

 

ن ُدبٍُر َوأَْلَفَيا َسيييَدَها َلَدى اْلَبابي  يَصُه مي ْت َقمي قَاَلْت  ۚ   َواْستَ بَ َقا اْلَباَب َوَقدَّ
َْهليَك ُسوًءا إيَلَّ َأن ُيْسَجَن أَْو َعَذاٌب َألي   َما َجَزاُء َمْن أَرَاَد ِبي

25. They raced to the door, and she tore his shirt from behind, and they ran into her husband at the door. 
She said, ‘What is to be the requital of him who has evil intentions for your wife except imprisonment or a 

painful punishment?’ 
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ي َي رَاَوَدْتِني َعن ن َّْفسي يُصُه ُقدَّ َوشَ  ۚ   قَاَل هي ْن َأْهليَها إين َكاَن َقمي ٌد ميي َد َشاهي هي
بييَ  َن اْلَكاذي ن قُ ُبٍل َفَصَدَقْت َوُهَو مي  مي

26. He said, ‘It was she who solicited me.’ A witness of her own household testified [thus]: ‘If his shirt is torn 
from the front, she tells the truth and he lies. 

قييَ  ادي َن الصَّ ن ُدبٍُر َفَكَذَبْت َوُهَو مي يُصُه ُقدَّ مي  َوإين َكاَن َقمي
27. But if his shirt is torn from behind, then she lies and he tells the truth.’ 

 
P Yusuf (as) resisted Zulaikha’s advances and ran towards the door to escape from her. She was angry and 

chased after him and grabbed hold of the collar of Yusuf’s shirt. The door opened and the governor was 

standing there.  

 

To cover her act and forge a lie, she accused Yusuf of advancing towards her. P Yusuf (as) was calm and 

stood there with dignity. He said: “She sought to make me yield (to her).” 

 

There were no witnesses as the two of them were alone. Fortunately, a relative from the family of Zuleikha, 

a learned man with wisdom, judged and clarified the truth to the governor. 

 

“If his shirt is torn from front, she speaks the truth and he is one of the liars” 

 

“And if his shirt is torn from behind, she tells a lie and he is one of the truthful.” 

 

The governor loved his wife and although she was found to be guilty, he asked her to repent and seek 

forgiveness. 

 
IMPORTANT LESSONS 

 
1. To control ones carnal desires – Jihad of the nafs 

2. Have faith and piety. If you are on the right then Allah will help and protect 

3. The truth will manifest 
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