QUR’AN SYLLABUS - CLASS 7

Lesson Topic Date Completed

LESSON 1 - PUNCTUATION RULES IN THE HOLY QUR’AN. [ ]
LESSON 2 - WUDHU AND TAYAMMUM IN THE HOLY QUR’AN. [ ]
LESSON 3 - SURAH AL-LAHAB.

LESSON 4 - SCIENCE IN THE HOLY QUR’AN - THE BEE.
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LESSON 5 - DU'A FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN.
LESSON 6 - SURAH AN-NASR [ ]

LESSON 7 - HURUF AL-MUQATTA-AT - LETTERS OF [ ]
ABBREVIATION
LESSON 8 - PROPHET IBRAHIM (A) AND THE MAGIANS

[ ]
LESSON 9 - SURAH AL BAYYINAH [ ]
LESSON 10 - SURAH AT TIN [ ]

LESSON 11 - MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR'AN | ]
(ATTITUDE TOWARDS PARENTS)

LESSON 12 - MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR'AN | ]
(CHARMS OF EVERYDAY CONVERSATION)

LESSON 13 - MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR'AN | ]
(PATIENCE)

LESSON 14- PARABLES IN THE HOLY QUR'AN [ ]
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LESSON 1:
PUNCTUATION RULES IN THE HOLY QUR’AN

The correct recital of the Holy Qur'an requires a complete familiarity with the rules of
punctuation and the places where one can pause. If one does not follow these rules,
the meaning of the verses can alter.

Imam "Ali (AS) was once asked the meaning of the verse:
s 0 e W’
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And recite the Qur’an in a regulated tone. (al-Muzzammil, 73:4)

He replied that the verse means that one should recite using the proper rules of
Tajwid and the knowledge of the pauses (Wuquf).

To guide the reciter, the text of the Holy Qur’an contains various abbreviated
punctuation marks. These are dealt with in the next section.

Punctuation Marks used in the Holy Qur’an.
<~/ a Waqf al - Lazim

This is the Compulsory Pause. It is necessary to stop here otherwise one can
change the meaning of the verse.

¥ Waqfal - Mamnu®

If this sign is at the end of the verse, it is better not to pause. If it appears in the
middle of a verse, it is prohibited to pause.

L Wagf al - Mutlaq

This means the Absolute Pause. At this sign it is better to stop. After the break the
recitation should continue from the next word.

¢ Wagf Ja'iz

This means permissible pause. It is better to pause at this sign but it is also
permissible to continue.

5 Wagf Mujawwaz

It is better not to pause at this sign.

o< Waqf Murakhkhas

This means a licensed pause. It is better to combine the next word in the recitation.
However, if the reciter is tired, a pause is permissible.

U_Lm. Alwaslu Awla
This means that it is better to continue.
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& Qila ° Alayhil Waqf

At this sign one can pause.

s Qif

This is an order to pause, and one should stop at this sign. The sign is used at all

places where the reciter would otherwise have continued without pausing.

oY Saktah

Saktah means silence. Here one should have a short pause in such a way that the
breath is not broken.

add

This means a long pause. Here the pause is longer than in the above case, again
without breaking the breath.

I N AP Wagqf al - Mu anaqgah

When these signs appear close to each other, a pause at the first place makes a
pause at the second prohibited, because the meaning of the verse is incomplete.
One can pause at any one of the signs, but not both.

Je Qad Yusal

At this sign one can continue, but there is no harm if one pauses here.

Mé Qila La Wagf "~ Alayh
It is better to continue the recital at this sign.

¢l Kadhalika
This sign means that the punctuation to be followed is the same as the previous one.
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LESSON 2:
WUDHU AND TAYAMMUM IN THE HOLY QUR’AN

Wudhu is needed before we can do certain action like praying our Salaat or touching
the words of the Holy Qur'an. And when we cannot use water, we may perform
Tayammum instead of Wudha.

It is important to realise that Wudhu is for cleaning ourselves spiritually. So although
a person may be physically clean, he still must do Wudhu before he can pray, etc.

Some people wonder why we wash in a special way in Wudhu. Remember, the act
of Wudhu is in obedience to the will of Allah. So we perform Wudhu as taught in the
Holy Qur’an to show our submission to Allah and to His commands.

The Holy Qur’an, says:

KOS \;L,.cb OM\ us\ ok \;\ KA u,,\f\

O’ you who belreveI When you get ready for prayers wash your faces
0SS ey 0 S 0} /o s s/ 0 / o}:/ Y74
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and your hands with the erows, and wipe a part of your heads and (a part of) your

feet
0/ 0

\u)\

to your ankles... (Surah Ma idah, 5:6)

In the same verse, Tayammum is also mentioned:

0 S VA A B A NN e 0} g v /o} s 0
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Then, if you do not find water, tal}e somg pure earth and wipe a part of your faces
o, 1y74
4o .}\)\j
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and (a part of) your hands with it... (Surah Ma-idah, 5:6)

It is interesting to note that despite there being a clear verse in the Holy Qur’an
explaining how Wudhu is performed, yet Muslims, who all believe in the same Holy
Qur’an, cannot agree on one method of performing Wudhu.

The difference is very marked. The Sunni wash their face including their ears and

wash their hands beginning from the fingertips up to the elbows. They then wipe their
whole head and finally they wash their feet.
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The Shi'as wash their face up to the ears (not including the ears), then wash their
hands starting from the elbows down to the fingertips. They then wipe only a small
part of their heads and finally they also wipe their feet up to the ankles.

The difference is due to the interpretation of the verse and the words contained
therein. Interestingly, technical descriptions of simple words can sometimes become
a cause of differences between Muslims. For example, the word “face” - what are the
limits? Who defines what a face is? Does it or does it not include the ears? Does it
include the chin or not? And so many other questions. The important question after
all these questions is who decides?!

Well, we the Shi'as strongly believe that after the Holy Qur’an, our source of
guidance is the practice (Sunnah) of the Prophet (S) and the Aimmah (AS). We thus
turn to them and ask for clarification on any matter not clearly understood from a
verse in the Holy Qur’an. It is the Aimmah (AS) who explained to us how to interpret
the verse correctly and hence perform Wudhu correctly.

The face is just the first difference in this verse. The other one is “ilal Marfa” meaning
“to the elbows”. If it is to the elbows, is it not logical that it starts from the fingertips?
The Shi'as believe we have no right to assume based on our logic.

Technically, the verse has only defined an end point for the part to be washed. It has
not specified the beginning point nor has it pointed out the direction in which water
must flow during the washing of this part. We therefore, once again, turn to the
teaching of our Aimmah (AS) to learn how to correctly perform Wudhu.

The wiping of the head is also an issue - is it the whole head that is wiped or only
part of the head? The Holy Qur’an clearly states “Wamsahu biru oosikum. The “bi”
before “ru-oosikum” signifies the fact that it is not the whole head, but part of the
head. The same applies for the feet also.

To summarise, the Holy Qur’an is a starting point for the method of performing

Wudhu. For practical guidance, we need to also study the teachings of our Aimmah
(AS).
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LESSON 3:
SURAH AL LAHAB

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has five verses. It is Surah number 111 in the
Holy Qur'an.

The name of the Surah refers to Abu Lahab, who was the cousin of "Abdul Muttalib,
and a grand uncle of our Prophet (S). He was one of the worst enemies of the
Prophet (S) and Islam.

His real name was "Abdul "Uzza, but due to his fiery temper, he was called Abu
Lahab (the father of the flames).

It is interesting to note that Abu Lahab was aware that a Surah had been revealed
cursing him, and although he lived for a few years after that, he never thought of
trying to belie the Holy Qur’an by becoming a Muslim!

Text and Translation

JW~JJ\ s N\J“i

In the Name of AIIah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

g 77 e g 77 0 g/
\QRETESEPLREROR
./
May the hands of Abu Lahab perish, and may he perish (himself),

{r}/// ///‘/‘/‘z‘:o‘f;//

His wealth will not help him nor will his deeds.
VAV AV 20 7
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Soon he shall burn in the flaming fire,
) //5 s SRz0 s

’{i} g‘ja)ts ‘G\),A\j
And hIS wife, the bearer of firewood,
v v o/ / .
{o} deee ye J-> le.\i.)- s
Vd / 7/ 7/ w /

Upon her neck shall be a noose of twisted rope.
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Tafsir

We learn from this Surah that the wealth and power that a person enjoys in this
world will be of no use to him on the Day of Judgement if his actions have been
wicked.

Ayah 1. Abu Lahab’s hands have mentioned here because he lifted a large stone to
throw at the Prophet (S), following the invitation to Islam at Zul "Ashira.

Ayah 2. When Abu Lahab was warned about the hell-fire, he boasted that he would
escape it by buying his way out with his wealth.

Ayah 3. Here he is promised that he would soon get repayment for his enmity by
burning in hell.

Ayah 4. Umme Jamilah was the wife of Abu Lahab. It was her habit to collect thorny
branches and spread them out at night in the path that the Prophet (S) usually took.
In this way she tried to wound his feet. In this Ayah, she is promised the same fate
as her husband.

Ayah 5. In an accident, she was strangled by the same rope that she used to tie the
thorny firewood with. On the Day of Judgement she will have a rope of fire around
her neck for her wickedness.

Merits of Reciting Surah al - Lahab

1. The Prophet (S) has said, “If someone recites this Surah, | will wish that Allah will
never permit him to be in the company of Abu Lahab.”

2. Imam Ja far as-Sadiq (AS) has said, “If you recite this Surah, invoke Allah to curse
Abu Lahab, for he was among those who called Muhammad (S) a liar.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. Al Jibouri
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LESSON 4:
SCIENCE IN THE HOLY QUR’AN - THE BEE

The 16" Surah of the Holy Qur'an is entitled An-Nahl, which means the Bee. The
name of the Surah comes from the fact that Ayat 68 and 69 of this Surah talks about
bees. The Holy Qur'an says

7z 2 ) P
U).:g JL}A\ L;A;:.:\ d\ J.;d\ uj\ u\)) L\?}\j

And your Lord |nsp|red the bee saylng, “Make your hlves in the mountains
/ }. o’ g 7 /4, v
’('\/\)E O g ) Luj ).?&...J\ ‘:f‘j
/ / / /

and in the trees and in the buildings,

50 o) o SEG 8 E o 83

Then eat from aII the fruits and follow the way of your Lord submlsswely.”
sr e g g e S ro, s

/ /s
From thelr bodles comes a drink of dlfferent colours. Initis a medicine for men.

/ }(/// o/ //‘-’/ 7
) 0o

Truly in this is a sign for the people who ponder (An Nahl 16:68,69)

Honey is a very healthy food. It is recommended to eat some honey every day to
keep away colds and to help in digesting food. The Holy Prophet (S) often drank
water sweetened with honey.

Honey has many uses. Recent discoveries show that it has excellent antibiotic
properties. It is now used for the treatment of wounds, burns and skin ulcers. When
honey is used on these injuries, the swelling and pain are quickly reduced. Healing
occurs rapidly with very little scarring. Honey is also very good for stomach ulcers.
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LESSON 5:
DU A FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

INTRODUCTION

Du'a means a prayer to Allah. It is different from Salaat, because in Du a, you can
say the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner you like.

Although Allah is aware of all our needs, He still likes us to ask from Him. He has
instructed us to do Du a in the Holy Qur’an:

. /o / } o Vi j/ 4L
Your Lord says “CaII (do Du a) to Me, | will answer you.

o//}o/o//
Sl u;w,&.o ,\f\d\

Ver|Iy, those who are too proud to worshlp Me,

. / Y/ ) B W
0 ui)"> ;?u)v‘

shall soon enter heII, disgraced. (al-Mu’'min, 40:60)

We see from this verse that Allah not only invites us to do Du a, He promises that He
will answer our prayer. He also says that Du'a is a form of worship.

The importance of Dua is seen in Salaat, where there is a special opportunity to do
Du'a. This is in Qunoot. In this lesson, we will learn the meanings of some Du a that
are found in the Holy Qur'an.

Dual

7 o/ /0// 0. [ VA
\,.,,a t)s\ L)
O our Lord! Pour patlence down on us,
/ .Kj 00 7 /07 0
{Yw} Ui/)f \ J“Mu’\& b),a)\) Lslos! W)

and steady our feet and help us against the disbelieving people.
(al-Bagarah, 2:250)

The army of Talut (Saul) was dismayed to see the might of Jalut’s (Goliath’s) army
and recited this Du a. Allah gave them victory and Prophet Dewed (A) killed Jalut.

In this Du"a, we learn that when we encounter a difficulty, we must not blame Allah
for our troubles. We should ask Him for patience and then to help us. Here we also
ask him to “steady our feet”, which means make us able to defend our beliefs against
the non-Muslims.

We should recite this Du a constantly when faced with difficult times.
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Du'a?

Vtd

Ju»)d)&b)&) b\j L:)

O our Lord! Give us that which You have promlsed us through Your messengers,
s /0 o/ / 0, } ./

ML«J\ D; )9:.: Y}
and do not dlsgrace us in the Day of Judgement.

£V std\ 59 L)\)\

Verily You do not break (Your) promlse (Ali- Imran 3:194)

In this Du"a we ask for Allah to ensure that we receive the good news of acceptance
on the Day of Judgement and that we should not be with the disgraced ones on that
day.

Since the rewards and favours of Allah have only been promised to those who do
good actions, by reciting this Du a we promise that we will do those only things that
make us worthy of Allah’s promise. This is an excellent Du a for Qunoot.

Dua3
\ *} .o/o \ w 7
)-‘ } WW (,J*". <D
S;:)/ (M/M -/ /

O my Lord! Make me steadfast in prayer, and also my children.
L Wl /{/

£} - 3&33} 3

O our Lord! Accept my prayer. (Ibrahim 14:40)

This Du’a teaches us the importance of the one who is steadfast in prayer. Prophet
Ibrahim (A) read this Du a for himself as well as his children, so that there would
never come a time when his family would not care about prayers.

Salaat is so important that if it is accepted, our other actions are also accepted, but if
our Salaat is rejected, then all our other good deeds are also rejected.

This Du a should always be recited in Qunoot and we should also recite this Du'a
after every Wajib and Mustahab Salaat for acceptance of the prayer.
This Du a should always be recited in Qunoot and we should also recite this Du'a
after every Wajib and Mustahab Salaat for acceptance of the prayer.
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Dua4 5
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There is no god but You; Glory be to You
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Verily | was from the unjust. (al-Anbiya, 21:87)

This was the Du a of Prophet Yunus (A) when he was in the belly of the big fish. He
regretted his hasty departure from his people and through this prayer, he received
Allah’s help.

The Holy Aimmah (AS) have taught us that this is a powerful prayer, which turns
away calamities and causes Allah to grant your wishes. Recite this Du a all the time.

References

Qunoot, Peer Mohamed Ebrahim Trust
Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
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LESSON 6:
SURAH AN NASR

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has three verses. It is Surah number 110 in the
Holy Qur'an. An-Nasr means “The Help”. The name refers to the help of Allah that
bring success to every venture.

The Surah was revealed after the Muslims conquered Makka without the loss of any
lives. This was one of the last Surahs to be revealed and the Muslims sensed that
the mission of the Holy Prophet (S) was coming to an end.

Text and Translation

g 0 7 0
w2 Gl
*/ / / ;
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
2 er0 -/ Ve
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With the help of Allah comes Victory.

/0 s 2 0 s VY V4
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And you see how the people are entering the religion of Allah in large numbers.
Jo o0 o r 0 7
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/ / / /
So praise your Lord and seek I;|is protection
yd &7 7 2 &
{ry G5 o874
/
Verily He is always Merciful.

Tafsir

Ayah 1. Allah points out that the victory and success that the Muslims enjoyed in

taking over Makka only came about when His help arrived. Similarly, it is only with
Allah’s help that we can expect success, and we should ask for His help in all our
deeds.

Ayah 2. After the conquest of Makka, the enemies of Islam realised that the Muslims
had grown so powerful that they could not be stopped. As a result, tribe after tribe
came to the Prophet (S) in Makka and later in Madina, to accept Islam at his hands.

Ayah 3. At each event of success we should praise and glorify Allah, for we are only
successful by his help and mercy. “Istighfar” in this verse does not been seeking
forgiveness on the part of the Prophet (S), since he is sinless. It means seeking
protection from any shortcomings on behalf of the Muslims and from any evil
intention of the enemies of Islam.
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Merits of Reciting Surah An Nasr

1. The Prophet (S) has said, "Whoever recites this Surah will be regarded as
though he was present with me when Makka was opened (for the Muslim
troops).”

2. Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq (AS) has said that whoever recites this Surah in his
Wajib or Mustahab prayers will be granted victory by Allah over his enemies.

3. Imam "Ali ar-Ridha (AS) has said that if one recites this Surah in a Wajib or
Mustahab prayer, Allah will grant him victory over all his enemies and will
enable him to perform what is obligatory.

4. The Surah is also recommended to be recited when one has lost a
possession, and is asking for Allah’s help in finding it.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. Al Jibouri
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LESSON 7:
HURUF AL-MUQATTA-AT - LETTERS OF ABBREVIATION

In the Holy Qur’an, 30 Surahs start with letters and not words. These are called the
Huruf al-Mugqatta-at. These letters are abbreviations for words whose meaning is
only known to Allah, Prophet Muhammad (S) and the Aimmah (AS).

It is Haraam to try to imagine or create meanings for these letters. Our Aimmah (AS)
have hinted that the letters are a key to understanding the deeper meanings of the
verses of the Holy Qur’an.

These abbreviations can be said to be amongst the “ambiguous verses” about which

the Holy Qur’an says:
N 4 // / s
Lé;l\ Af\

Itis He Who has revealed to you the Book (Quran).
g s 0 8 g ~ 2o
& oLl 4

/
Some of its verses are precise in meaning -

2} }
um

they are the foundatlon of the book -
VAR . 24

/
and others have several possible meanings...(Ali Imran, 3:7)

The Prophet (S) and our 12 Aimmah (AS) only have explained some meanings of
some of these abbreviations.

List of Abbreviations

Alphabets Surah Numbers in which they appear
le 2,3, 29,30, 31, 32
u.A.Q_” 7
|
S 10, 11, 12, 14, 15
gy 13
)
[
dds 20
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26, 28

27

36

38

40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46

coe E1§ & b b

42
50
68
Some of the Meanings
el Anallahu Mugtadirus Sadiq

| am Allah the Omnipotent True One

I

oS

K - Kafi- Self-sufficient

H - Hadi - the Guide

Y - Yad - Hand (the symbol of strength, power and authority
"A - "Alim - the All-knowing

S - Sadiqg - The True One

ds

At -Tayyab - Clean
At -Tahir - Pure

According to Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq (AS), this is a name of the Holy Prophet (S).

!

il

Isme A'zam - the Greatest name of Allah (according to Shaykh Qummi)

[

o
Ya-O: S -Insaan -Man

“O perfect Man” - A name of the Holy Prophet (S)
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LESSON 8:
PROPHET IBRAHIM (A) AND THE MAGIANS

When Prophet Ibrahim (A) had to leave his home town, he proceeded towards Baytul
Mugaddas (Jerusalem). On his way, he came across a group of people who
worshipped the stars. These people were called the Magi. He decided to guide them
towards Allah. To teach them the error of their ways, he used a very polite way of
approach. He introduced himself as a star-worshipper also and then sat down at night
to worship with them. The Holy Qur'an says:

o P s s 0 A AR
uaﬂ\) u)L,o....J\ C),{La (..:k\);l &5); gﬁ.\{)

Thus did We show Ibrahrm the krngdom (the governlng Iaws) of the heavens and the earth,

{ve} u-° u" Qﬁg‘/j;

so that he could be of those who are sure.
o g/ g
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E5 st e or G
Then when the night grew dark on him, he saw a star.
/.~’j 2 AR A 1 A A
£V} Ss¥l 1 Y B el Lds s e JB
Ve 7/ =
He said, “(Is) this my Lord?” Then, when it set, he said, “| do not love the setting ones.”
w” /./ /f /.'.///io \// (/{
O)J NS Jb LG)LJ ),uj\ &\) La.b
w7/ 7/
Then when he say the moon rrse glowrng, he sard “(Is) this my Lord'7

Gy S 1 G 5 2 e o 36

Then, when it set he sard “If my Lord had not gurded me, | would certainly have been of
those who have gone astray.”

) —d AL AL g \// ¢ 7
J.,ST\.\_A o e JB sl il gl LS
w7/ 7/
Then when he (Ibrahim) saw the sun rise all brilliant, he said, “(Is) this my Lord? (After all)

thrs is the greatest
0 7

{V/\}Q ML».:;&)JO)\Dﬁ Jbg_,bud

v
Then, when it set, he sard “O my peopleI I dissociate myself of what you worship besides

AIIah

/ o s B oy £,

)Y\) u\)LA._J\ JJa} &N dé}j VE u)\
7/ /s /7 w7
Verily, | have truly turned my face to Him, who created the heavens and the earth, upright,

) 355 5 BTG

and | am not of the polythersts (Mushrrkrn) (al An’am, 6:76-79)
Reference
The Holy Qur'an, S V Mir Ahmad "Ali
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LESSON 9:
SURAH AL BAYYINAH

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Surah number 98 in the
holy Qur'an. The name of the Surah derives from the word “Bayyinah” meaning
“clear proof” which appears in the first verse.

Text and translation

JN})S\ o)l tmrj

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

o/&;o}o/ um\y‘ \jﬁ/ v\f\u}gja/

Va4

1. Those among the people of the book who disbelieved, and the polytheists,

{ }}//a }}/o/ L;.} :/}

could not have been freed (from false bellefs) until the cIear evidence came to them,
Sos ( /oy S

z. é /}
() el G Jo i 2 0,0

/
2. (In the) messenger from Allah reciting (to them) the purified scripture,

4282
’(Y’)‘ w* JL@:J
/ /
3. Which contains eternal laws.

’(‘.)‘ /‘/” }VZ':;L; 9\ uLQ\ \))j\ u)'\f\ :;j.: /;

4. Those who had been given the book Were not d|V|ded amongst themselves till after the
clear evidence had come to them.

u,,m war;v A \}m 9 \Mr

5. They were not commanded except that they should worshrp AIIah be sincerely devoted to
Him in relrgron
V4 2

’(} 4.»..‘:.5\ u); :/UAJ atSiJ\ \);yj oM\ \N) el

and that they should establrsh prayer and give the poor rate, and that is truly the eternal
religion

JS)LfJ\} ULQ\ }m xS ,\fr %)

6. Verily those among the people of the book Who dlsbelleve and the pontheists,
< /o / (//

shall abrde in the fire on heII They are the worst of creatures

v }‘uﬁ L - ;u,\ ut;du\ \,t,,.p, RARES (]

7. Verily, those who believe and do good deeds are the best of created beings;
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8 The|r recompense |s with their Lord:
4 [ 74
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everlasting gardens beneath which rivers flow, where they will abide forever;
{}}{// s,oo0 s s s S S} 0 S Sy 1

o)u..}wdu)bw\,a)) (..@.&4.\.5\0,4)

- ./
Allah is well-pleased with them and they are well-pleased with Him. This is for him who fears
his Lord.

Tafsir

Ayah 1: The Jews and the Christians had already changed their scriptures so much
that they could no longer separate the truth from falsehoods. The Holy Qur'an came
as a clear evidence “Bayyinah” to correct their mistakes and to guide the idol-
worshippers as well.

Ayah 2: The clear evidence was recited to them by the Prophet (S) and the verses
were collected and recorded. The word “Suhuf’ means pages and from this word,
copies of the Holy Qur’an are called “Mushaf”

Ayat 3, 4: The Holy Qur’an contains all the good and truth contained in the previous
Books but also much more, the final word of Allah was revealed to serve the Muslims
till the Day of Judgement.

Ayah 5: The Tawrat and Injil both taught that there was no God but Allah and not to
worship anyone else.

Ayah 6, 7: If after they have received the guidance, the Jews and Christians refuse
to accept it and instead distort their own teachings, for them is the fire of hell - they
are the worst of creatures. On the other hand anyone who believes in the teachings
of Islam, and acts upon these teachings, they are the best of creatures.

According to a Hadith, “Khairul Bariyyah” refers to Imam "Ali (A) and his followers.

Ayah 8: The reward for obedience is the pleasure of Allah and permanent stay on
heaven.

Merits of Reciting Surah al Bayyinah

1. The Prophet (S) has said that one who recites it will be gathered on the Day of
Judgement with the best of Allah's creation. He has also said, "Had people
known what merits it contains, they would have left their families and wealth aside
and learned it."

2. Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (A) has said that whoever recites this Surah will be free
from Shirk (associating a partner with Allah) and Allah will grant him an easy trial.

References
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LESSON 10:
SURAH AT TIN

INTRODUCTION

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Surah number 95 in the
Holy Qur'an. The name of the Surah derives from the word “Tin” (Fig) which appears
in the first verse.

Text and Translation

4 ¢ 7 0
~ | a1l A
*/ )3 / )3 / ;
In the Name of Allah, the Beneflcent the Merciful
o; /
1. By the fig and the oI|ve
/ 2 s
’{‘} S nyras Jsbs
s/ / /
2. By the mountain Sinai,
20 // ’

’()‘w‘y‘m

3 And by this mvrolate C|ty,
/0// [ V4

’(‘.} ("’.J“ u:....;-/ ¢LJY\ v

4 Indeed We created in the best form,
/ //o /}/o// 4}

’()‘wb oba2) oo

5. Then We reversed him to the Iowest of the Iow

{1} d;lj e 5at ((;u ubdu\ \)«-w | w\f‘ ﬂtr

6. Except those who believe and do good deeds for Whom there is never endlng

recompense.
Spor s S, 2 s

) b e

7. (O man) What then after thls can make you beI|e the final judgement?

{1} L’WS\.;J\ JS}L; Q1 L

Is not AIIah the most just of all judges?
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Tafsir

Ayat 1-3: Allah swears by the Fig and the Olive in the opening statement of the
Surah. Wherever Allah makes such solemn statements in the Holy Qur’an, he refers
to objects from His creation, referring to an aspect of that object that is to be
pondered over.

The next two verses refer to the places where the Tawrah and Qur'an were revealed,
so the first verse may refer to such a place also. It is said that “Tin” is the name of a
mountain in Damascus, and Zaitoon, another mountain in Palestine. They were
named after the fruits that grew on them and these were the places that Prophets
“Isa (A) and Musa (A) and other Israelite Prophets used to go to receive the
commandments from Allah.

The mountain of Sinai was where the Tawrah was revealed to Prophet Musa (A).

“Baladul Amin” which means the “City of Security” refers to Makka where the final
revelation of Allah, the Holy Qur’an, began.

Ayat 4, 5: Man is indeed the most complex of all creatures. His brain gives him
superiority over the rest of the animals. If man guards himself against evil, he
becomes better than the angels. But, when man loses control of his actions, he is
capable of becoming worse than the lowest of animals.

The verse can also refer to the fact that as man advances in age, he loses his
strength as his body deteriorates and finally he is once again brought to the same
stage of helplessness that he experienced in infancy.

Ayat 6: A reminder that the life of this world is just a time for man to prepare his
heaven or hell. For the one who wishes eternal happiness, the solution is simple -
believe and do good deeds.

Ayat 7, 8: There are so many proofs in man’s own creation about the trial in this
world and the certainty of the Day of Judgement yet man persists in doubting and
disobeying. And Allah is the best judge of the worth of each man’s actions.

Merits of Reciting Surah at-Tin

The Prophet (S) has said that Allah will give two merits to anyone who recites this
Surah regularly - good health and Islamic conviction as long as he lives.

Imam Ja'far as Sadiq (A) has said, “Whoever recites it in his obligatory and optional
prayers will be given of Paradise whatever pleases him.”
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LESSON 11:
MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

ATTITUDE TOWARDS PARENTS
Islam lays great emphasis on the respect towards parents. In the Holy Qur’an, Allah

usually enjoms klndness to parents |n the same verse as He orders His worship:
o/ /0 o}/// 0o 2o

U....}\ U;M\}lb)ww\ )*‘-’YJ j,\.&\}

Worship Allah and do not Jom any partners W|th Him; and do good to the parents...
(An Nisa, 4:36)

In many places, we have been commanded to be kind to our parents. The Holy

Qur’'an says:
/o( s/

\.L...> ‘u.\l\y QL.,;Y\

We have enjoined upon human belngs kindness to parents
(‘Ankabut, 29:8)

Allah gives one of the reasons man should be grateful to his parents and pray for

them:
bb}-\ du.\l\f QL.,AY\

We have enJomed upon man to do good to his parents;
/0)}5}0// /s L 0S8R Lo s

Ko 99 AS el e

/o( o

his mother bears him with pain, and with pain she g|ves birth to him;
£orsr 7 }//}}/ s St s

s O dLaU 40.6.;-)

and bearing him and weaning h|m takes thlrty months.
/// /o/ srs Pt g s /

o k}.«)) &)} R &) Lf}
When he attalns maturity, and reaches the age of forty,

///o /}o/o( 0
)g_..«\d d&)j\ u) Jb

s
he says, “O my Lord! Awaken me that | may thank you for the bounties

g 7 7 s s (///o/o,/

that You have bestowed on me and my parents,
S} s o0rs 7 s s 07 0

oLa)) LPALA J..A..C«\ Q\}

and that | may do good which pleases You,
s 0 o0 o

ES e

and do good to me with regard to my children.
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/o/}o}
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Verily | turn in repentance to You, and verrly, | am one of those who submit” (al-
Ahqgaf, 46:15)

The Holy Qur'an repeats about the high status of parents in many places. Here is an

example:
o }los

///

B> il ou ) L 9T 5 oy

Your Lord has commanded that you shaII not worship (any one) but Him, and do
good to the parents

s} s o/ /}}//// (/}o/ Ve
L ,Q _Lw > U

/ 7/
If one or both of them reach old age in your Ilfetlme then do not

/}o/o/// s /S
Ll e ,Q\L%fpyt;

say to them a word of dlspleasure (even “Uf”) and do not scold them
/ 0os S S
{xr) ,)5 VAR

and speak to them wrth krndness
/ 0

WJJ\ J.«\l\ waua.a}}

and lower to them the wing of humrllty out of mercy.
srre s 0 L & ..

) = Jo

And say, “My LordI Have mercy on them
1

w) T, 3o
() G S5
just as they looked after me When I was small” ( Bani Isra-il, 17:23,24)
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LESSON 12:
MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

CHARMS OF EVERYDAY CONVERSATION

In many places, the Holy Qur'an teaches us how to converse with each other. Here
are a few verses.

s YD D A P s Ss 7
{v-}\/.\i:u V5 105 Q1 w\f‘ ol L

O you who believe! Be mindful of Allah’s laws (adopt Tagwah) and speak the right
speech (al Ahzab, 33:70)

- /s 0s0  ~ s8 sors 0 G, @ A
S I el S e 9
/ /s /7 /s /7 / /
Allah does not like the utterance of evil in (public) speech, except by one who has
been wronged;

A A A
’{\i/\} Lede leca &l Q@
/ /
and Allah hears all, knows all (an Nisa, 4:148)

o K e - s

deauﬂumaﬁjwu)w\)

Be moderate in your bearlng (manner) and Iower your voice.

{\\}M u;/aj/ u\rﬂ\ K< d\

Truly the most repulswe of v0|ces is the braying of the ass
(Lugman, 31:19)

yo/ S/ 0 / 4
P o=l o
And who is better in speech than the one
d A A 4 A4
Lo Jos s ] C’ll lea
7/ / /
Who calls (people) to AIIah and does a good deed

£rr¥ M\ u..)\ G,

ws /7

and says, “Truly | am of the Musllms.” (Ha Mim, 41:33)
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When you are greeted with a greeting, then answer back
07 0 -/ 0 ¥

s 84
ey 5l e el
/ /
with one better, or (at least) return the same. (An Nisa, 4:86)

ﬁ”. g/.e// ﬁ S oy 0z
M sy O par Uy
s

kind words and forgiveness are better
Ly sHrres A/ v

831 Lgan Lo e

. "

Ve /
than charity followed by injury. (al Bagarah, 2:263)
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LESSON 13:
MORAL LESSONS FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

PATIENCE

Patience is a quality that is often thought to be a passive and inactive one -
sometimes, people even think that a patient person is a cowardly one. However,
patience is an active and positive action, and requires bravery. The Holy Qur'an

says:
¢ s

u\ e uN,,,tr\ uap wt\ el b

0] Prophet' Urge the bellevers to fight.
o// o}o//}/ /}o' 0o, }/.
/ / /
If there be of you twenty patrent men, they shall overcome two hundred,
s S /oy /o/o}o/ 4, o }/./
\)}S oy \}Jga u rg«é ugi Ql}
/ / /

and if there be of you a hundred, they shaII overcome one thousand of those who

disbelieve,
go/ ) }(/

(o) Soits 935 ot

because they are a people who do not understand. (al Anfal, 8:65)

From the above verse we say that the quality of patience is the quality of a brave
soldier. Why is patience so important and what is its definition? The Prophet (S) said
that patience means to endure difficult times without blaming Allah or accusing Him
of anything. It also means to carry on with one’s responsibilities in spite of the
difficulties.

The Holy Qur an quotes Lugman:
s L0/ 2os 0 0 o /(/} /

\upwjd}ﬁdb)ﬂ)ow\yﬁwb*

O my son, establish prayer, enJorn good forbid euvil,
/s /7 /7 L / Vid

hlol L ode M‘)

And bear patrently that whrch befalls you.
s /g

{\V} )},ay r)c u“‘ JJ d\

Truly, these are acts of steadfastness (Luqman, 31:17)
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The Prophet (S) said that patience was in three things:

1. Patience in worship: This means that when a Muslim finds certain acts of
worship difficult, like fasting or waking up for prayers or giving Khums, even then
he perseveres.

2. Patience in Sin: This is when man resists temptation to sin - this is also a kind of
patience.

3. Patience when faced with calamity: To endure and not to blame Allah is also
patience.

It is no wonder that Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
s/ 7

s v &
£y pplall A1)
Y 7/
Truly, Allah is with the patient ones.(al Anfal, 8:46)

And, 3 s
/ Ve v 7
{\i'\} UJ.J"L’A\ “"”‘.’. N\}

Allah loves the patient ones (Ali Imran, 3:146)
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LESSON 14:
PARABLES IN THE HOLY QUR’AN

Parables are examples used by Allah in the Holy Qur’an to make us understand and
think about His message.

The Parable of the Good Word and the Evil Word

The parable of the good word is a famous one and there are several meanings to the
verse. The Holy Qur'an says:

VA N e s
W O 4o ).:(J\

Do you not see how Allah sets forth a parable?

= ///// 7 /’/

A goodly Word is like a goodly tree,

(o) L1 L;i;} u/ o

whose root is firmly fixed and its branches ar}e in heaven;
0

o 0 e/ //}
o o3k o IS | S5
A

It yields its frurt in every season by the permission of its Lord.
AP Ydd

AL IR A
{Yo} Q) B\ r@)«l oLl JEY 0 9
7/ 7/ / -
And Allah sets forth parables for mankind so that they may reflect.

// ///// }//
“

The Irkeness of an evrI Word is Irke an evil tree -
ss S IXe 0/ o So

{H} )\;g o @b &)Y\ O e x|

rd
it is uprooted from the earth’s surface; it does not have stability. (Ibrahim, 14:24-26)

The Prophet (S) has said that the “goodly tree” is Islam. Belief in Allah is its root.
Salaat, Sawm, Zakaat, Khums and Jihad are its branches. Reliance upon Allah,
good manners, piety and staying away from whatever is forbidden are its leaves.

The parable of the evil tree refers to the enemies of Islam, the Prophet (S) and his
Ahlul Bayt (A). The Prophet (S) has said that this parable refers to the Bani
Umayyah.

The Parable of the Smooth Hard Rock and the Garden on the Elevated Ground.

s S, S0 Y 7z . ses 7
31 Tl (S)bm )ua,) SRR\
/ / /
O you who believe! Do not render your charrty worthless by reproach and injury,
LT 00 s, A Y v Ve R A 7
Yad 7/ / 7/ 7/ / 7/ 7/ /
like he who spends his wealth to be seen by men, and does not believe in Allah and the last
day.
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So his likeness is as the Iikeness of a smooth hard rock Wrth earth upon it, then a heavy rain
falls upon it, and it leaves it bare.

0ot Lo g . [ VA B V4
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They shall not be able to garn anythrng of what they have earned (in this world).
700
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And AIIah does not guide the drsbelrevrng people.
) }}//a/ ~ } v\f\ }///
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And the Iikeness of those Who spend therr Wealth to seek Allah’s pleasure,

/0/ 7 L0 / [ / 0//
[ %)' M
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and to assert themselves in devotron |s as the Irkeness of a garden on an elevated ground.
ose V7P A N ard Yo
s &% y\j ol
Heavy rarn falls upon it and it yreId its fruit twofold;
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7/ 7/ /

and if heavy rain does not faII upon it, then gentle shower is sufficient.
A Y } /

(o) 5 o2 Skt Lo

And Allah sees What you do. (al Baqarah, 2:264,265)

When we give charity, it should not be to show off, or to make the seeker of help feel
small and embarrassed. By reminding the one you have helped makes the charity
worthless. The parable tells us that we are like bare rocks and we cover ourselves
with the fertile soil of good acts. But by making our acts worthless, the fertile soil is
washed off, leaving us bare once again.

But when we give solely for the pleasure of Allah, there is a twofold benefit. Firstly, it
purifies us, and secondly it improves the welfare of the needy. The act is blessed by
Allah. The reference to the garden means that the good act is like a tall tree with
strong roots. Even with light rain the roots will be nourished because they are deep
in the ground.
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